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THIS WEEK 


These People Join 
Thousands More 
In Saying— 


Let Presbyterians 
Reunite! * 


(continued from last week) 
W. Taliaferro Thomp J. Clayton Lime 
son, Richmond, Va. Canton, N. C. 


J. G. Whitten 
Navasota, Texas 


Joseph P. Holder 
Morven, N. C. 

Z. V. Roberson 
Roanoke, Va. 


H. R. Mahler, Jr. 
Norton, Va. 
John C. B. & Fanny 


M. McLaughlin 
Keswick, Va. 


Anne Shaw 
Austin, Texas 


Ernest Trice Thompson 
Phil Howard Richmond, Va. 
Robert Estes 
Robt. O. Bostwick mehers ©. Step 
Everett H. Cleal PE, TS 
Wayne E. Lee J. J. Murray 
Fred O. Brewton, Jr. 
Waco, Texas 


Lexington, Va. 


Dorsey D. Ellis 
Faries J. McDaniel Louisville, Ky. 


LaMarque, Texas — oo 
Albert F. Wells Greensboro, N. C. 
Rex Kern 

Hugh Oosterwyk 


Castle Hayne, N. C. 


Angus N. Gordon 


Bowling Green, Ky. 

B. Frank Hall 

Wrightsville Beach, 
N. C. 


Samuel C. Houck 
H. B. Ribenbark 
Wilmington, N. C. 
H. Grady James 


Chas. E. Kerchner Cite. Mia 


Greensboro, N. C. 
Holmes Rolston 


Grahs G. Lacy 
cetgspe a Richmond, Va. 


Washington, D. C. 


R. G. Hutcheson, Jr. — : — 
FPO, San Francisco ae ee 


R. G. Hutcheson, Sr. Strad Snively 
Raphine, Va. Washington, D. C. 


Mr. and Mrs. M. C. 
McQueen 

Mrs. Charles Tyson 

Clinton, N. C. 


Wm. M. Ramsay 
Knoxville, Tenn. 
E. W. Lierheimer 
J. D. Gilmore 


H. Middleton Raynal E. B. Inlow 
Berkeley Springs, Ray B. Carroll 
W. Va. Peter Todsen 


Sam D. Groff 
Walter G. Staley 
Marquess Wallace 


Jos. L. Auten 
Richmond, Va. 


B. E. Dotson Linwood Alvis 
Mt. Olive, N. C. Earl Precht 
Gary Hoffius 
Mexico, Mo. 


P. W. Barrett 
Santa Maria, Calif. 
T. A. Beckett Addison A. Wallace 
Perry, Fis. Nutley, N. J. 
H. Ruffner Lowman, 
Jr., Grottoes, Va. 


Charles L. Crane 
Richmond, Va. 


H. McKennie 
Goodpasture 
Nashville, Tenn. 


John B. Spragens 
Little Rock, Ark. 


Your Name 


J. Layton Mauze, Jr. 
St. Louis, Mo. ‘ srs cadiolabesnaieiteaeniamsiipitiaise 
(Continued next week) 
*A copy of the pamphlet, Let Presbyterians Re- 
unite’, summarizing the current editorial series, 
with more than 140 signatures will be sent tree 
of charge for a stamped, self-addressed envelope. 
Or, 25 for 25¢; $1 per 100. 
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Letters to the Editors 





More Letters, page 16 





Sees McCarthyism in Chapel Hill Case 





‘Sense of Sorrow and Shame’ 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


The insidious methods of Senator Mc- 
Carthy seem to have invaded ecclesiastical 
circles in the recent Chapel Hill pro- 
cedure. Of course, it has been no secret 
that opposition to Charles Jones has been 
vigorous in some circles. None the less, 
the fact that his ministry at Chapel Hill 
was unquestionably one of the outstand- 
ing pieces of Student Work in our entire 
denomination was a source of protection 
to him. On the basis of the saying of 
Jesus, “By their fruits shall ye know 
them,” it was hard to stir up much of a 
case against a man whose fruits in terms 
of Christian impact on a University Center 
were so evident. 

At last a foothold of opposition seems 
to have been gained and by what the 
reports would indicate are rather shock- 
ing methods, Charles Jones is to be ousted. 
It will have no influence on the commis- 
sion of Orange Presbytery I am sure, but 
none the less, at least one minister who 
has known Charles Jones in the past wants 
publicly to take this means’ of express- 
ing his sense of sorrow and of shame. 
The original commission reports seem to 
imply that he put being a Christian ahead 
of being a Presbvterian. I am sorry that 
seems unacceptable in our denomination. 

KENNETH G. PHIFER. 
Alexandria, Va. 
(See also p. 9) 


No Grounds for Removal 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


Consideration of the Chapel Hill case 
raises the obvious question: Under what 
conditions may “the interest of religion 
imperatively demand” the dissolution by 
presbytery of the pastoral relation without 
request of the congregation or minister 
(B.C.0., Par. 76)? 

The wording of the constitution of the 
Presbyterian Church is not loose. The 
members of a commission, or of presbytery 
as a whole, are not authorized to dissolve 
a pastoral relationship without request 
simply on the ground that in their opin- 
ion (no matter how well-founded) the 
best interests of religion demand it. The 
Book of Church Order does not say “best” 
interests and it does say “imperatively.” 
It may be highly desirable; it may be 
greatly beneficial; it may be the only 
means of solving serious problems; but 
that is not reason enough. 

What does “imperative” mean? My 
small dictionary says of the adjective only 
this: “Expressing command; peremptory; 
obligatory.” ‘“Peremptory” means “pre- 
eluding discussion.” “Obligatory” and 
“expressing command” ought to bring 
us up short. What are the obligations of 
a Christian? What are the command- 
ments of Christ, the sole Head of the 
church?* 

A presbytery might be expected to take 
action under the clause we are discussing 
in a situation where the good name of 
Christ’s religion or the loving fellowship 
of Christ’s people were at stake. If it 


*Mt. 5:1-7:29; 22:37-40; Jno. 14:15; 15:34- 
25,9-12; 17:20-23; 1 Thess. 4:1-12; 1 Jno. 2:4-5, 
7-10 ; 3 :23-24; also Jas. 1:27) 


were a matter of the reputation of true 
religion, judicial process with a charge 
of a definite offense would almost always 
be required. But if a serious disruption 
of fellowship were shown to exist, with 
clear danger of worsening, dissolution 
without judicial process and without cen- 
sure of either the minister or the congre- 
gation might well be the duty of the re- 
sponsible church court. Things of this 
sort are indeed imperative, according to 
the New Testament. 

But the fact that a pastor duly called, 
examined, received, and installed, while 
enjoying the confidence of his people 
might be conducting his ministry in a 
way generally unsatisfactory to the pres- 
bytery would not in itself be sufficient 
reason for dissolution. There is simply 
no provision for removing a minister on 
such grounds. Surely it is seldom indeed 
that a case arises, not subject to judicial 
process, where the moral influence of the 
presbytery cannot prevail to enforce its 
view. 

If such a case has now arisen, if the 
commission of Orange Presbytery has not 
shown or cannot show some clear and 
present danger urgently requiring the re- 
moval of the pastor of the Chapel Hill 
Church in order to maintain the interests 
of true religion—so that “the interests 
of religion imperatively demand” such 
action; so that no other solution offers 
reasonable hope of serving the cause of 
Christianity there—then their decision, 
which is subject to complaint, appeal, and 
review, should be reversed. 

This consideration of the matter is 
prompted solely by reports appearing in 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, Also, the prin- 
ciples set forth here may be subject to 
correction by judicial precedents of which 
I am ignorant; but precedents, too (if 
any), can be reversed. 

My name would mean nothing to most 
of your readers, but you may give it to 
anyone upon request.... 

PRESBYTERIAN. 


Urges Reunion 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

... Will you kindly add my name to 
the list of those who say, “Let Presby- 
terians Reunite!” (see col. 1) 

As pastor of the church at Mexico, Mo., 
from Oct. 1, 1887 to June 1, 1942, I prayed 
and hoped for the healing of this breach 
and since coming East I have seen no 
reason to change my position. On the 
contrary, there is a constant emphasis for 
the need of this union. The churches are 
one in fact and spirit and should be one 
in organization. May the day of reunion 
soon come. 

Apptson A. WALLACE. 
Nutley, N. J. 


Kind Words 


The new format of THE OUTLOOK cer- 
tainly deserves commendation! ... You 
are to be praised for the quality of paper, 
the neatness of type and the excellent 
manner in which the longer articles are 
spaced with modern type design. . . . While 
I do not always agree with your positions, 
I do admire your stands and your policy 
of making the paper one of vital interest 
to all. 


Buechel, Ky. Harowp M. Parker, JR. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second-class matter June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under the act 


of March 3, 1879. 


Telephone 


Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian of the South, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia. 
2-9492. 10¢ a copy, $4.00 a year. Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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Royall Brown Will 
HeadAssembly’sMen’s 


Council This Year 
144 Members Hold 


New Orleans Meeting 


Presbyterian men of the South will 
have as their president during the com- 
ing vear Royall R. Brown, Winston- 
Salem, N. C., insurance executive. He 
succeeds Emile Dieth, New Orleans, who 
was host to the recent Assembly’s Men’s 
Council with 144 members attending. 

Other officers elected by the AMC in- 
clude John V. Matthews, Fayetteville, 
Tenn., first vice-president; Ed C. Ham- 
mond, Atlanta, Ga., second vice-presi- 
dent; Kim Hendricks, Warren, Ark., sec- 
retary; and A. C. Vernor, Bellaire, Tex- 
as, treasurer. 

Other members of the executive com- 
mittee include E. F. McLeod, Gainesville, 
Ga.; Ed Edens, Okolona, Miss.; Donald 
L. Erwin, Atlanta, Ga.; and John S. 
Brown, South Boston, Va. 

Before the four-day meeting adjourned 
the Council adopted a resolution sup- 
porting Governor Kennon in his program 
of good government in Louisiana. Ken- 
non is a Presbyterian deacon and was 
the first president of the Council. 

Much of the council’s meeting dealt 
with plans to conform to the requirements 
of the calendar vear beginning January 
1, 1954. Terms of officers in local men’s 
groups as in all other church organiza- 
tions begin on that date. 

Among the important steps taken by 
the AMC was its approval of a far- 
reaching program to train elders and dea- 
cons. This churchwide effort will begin 
under AMC sponsorship April 1, with 
LeRoy P. Burney as the staff director. 

Major promotional effort before the 
council is the 10,000-man convention be- 
ing planned for New Orleans Oct. 14-16, 
1954. J. E. Dews, Forrest City, Ark., 
is general chairman. Nationally and in- 
ternationally known speakers are being 
sought for this event. 


Mrs. Parkes Resigns 


Mrs. John L. Parkes, who has been 
assistant secretary of the Board of Wom- 
en’s Work for the past four years, has 
resigned that post. She is making her 
home temporarily at Uniontown, Pa., be- 
fore accepting other work. 





ROYALL R. BROWN 


Leads Southern Presbyterian men. 


Army to Review 
Goff Sentence 


Washington, D.C. (RNS)—A two-year 
sentence imposed by a court martial in 
Korea on Lt. James Goff, of Dallas, Tex., 
for the slaying of the Rev. Hwa-II Pang, 
Korean Protestant leader, will be re- 
viewed by the Department of the Army 
here. (OuTLOOK, Feb. 16, 23) 

However, the review will only be to 
ascertain whether the sentence should 
be affirmed or reduced, the Pentagon 
said. No procedure exists whereby a 
heavier penalty can be imposed than 
that exacted by the original court mar- 
tial. 

The review is automatic, officials said, 
since the court martial also recommended 
that Lt. Goff be dismissed from the serv- 
ice and only the Secretary of the Army 
can order such a dismissal. 

Considerable criticism has been voiced 
by both Korean and American church 
leaders over the lightness of the penalty 
in view of the aggravated assault which 
was committed on the churchman in his 
home. 


Dr. Eggleston Dies 


Dr. J. D. Eggleston, president of 
Hampden-Sydney College 1919-39, died 
at Hampden-Sydney March 13 at the 
age of 85. Virginia’s State Superintend- 
ent of Public Instruction from 1906 to 
1913, he was also president of Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute 1913-19. 


Wagoner Designs Get 
Chureh Architecture 
Awards for the Year 


Four Presbyterian Buildings 

Are Given High Recognition 

Washington, D.C. (RNS)—Harold E. 
Wagoner of Philadelphia was named top 
church architect of the year here. 

Mr. Wagoner designed several Presby- 
terian churches which won first awards 
in the annual contest conducted under the 
auspices of the Church Architectural 
Guild of America and the Bureau of 
Church Building and Architecture of the 
National Council of Churches. 

First Presbyterian church ($1,200,- 
000) of South Bend, Ind., was judged 
the best-designed church seating more 
than 350 persons constructed in 1952. 
Mr. Wagoner was the architect and also 
designed Second Presbyterian church 
($1,300,000) of Memphis, Tenn., which 
was awarded second place. 

The Community church of Glen Rock, 
N.J., designed by Moore and Hutchins 
of New York, was given third-place 
award. Honorable mention went to St. 
John’s On the Lake Methodist church, 
Miami, Fla., designed by A. Anselm 
Fink of Philadelphia. 


Modern Design 


A newcomer to the rank of church ar- 
chitects, Malcolm Duncan of New York, 
captured first prize for churches seating 
less than 350. He designed a modern- 
istic and functional building that will 
serve the Levittown Community church 
in the completely new residential city of 
Levittown, Pa., which is being built to 
house ‘workers at the new U.S. Steel 
Company plant. 

Second award among small churches 
went to the Roadside Community chapel, 
Issaquah, Wash. Third place was won 
by First Methodist church of Plainfield, 
Ta. 

The winning church architecture de- 
signs showed a trend toward the tradi- 
tional. Mr. Duncan’s was the only mod- 
ernistic design which won praise from 
the judges. 

Entries indicated that the “L shaped” 
church edifice with the sanctuary in one 
wing and church school in the other is 
being favored. In this setup a modified 
steeple is in the center rather than in 
the traditional spot in the front of the 
church. 








The best-designed religious education 
building was judged to be that erected 
by First Presbyterian church of San 
Bernardino, Calif. Second place went 
to First Baptist church of Greensboro, 
N.C., and third place to First Methodist 
church of Middletown, O. 

Mr. Wagoner received the award for 
the best alteration and renovation plan 
of the year for his work on First Presby- 
terian church, Pittsburgh. 

Although an award was scheduled for 
the best chancel design it was not pre- 
sented because the judges said they were 
critical of the present trend in this field. 

‘There is no room for the choir,” one 
judge protested, “and I don’t like the way 





they are tending to block off the whole 
front of the church.” 

(Mr. Wagoner is a member of the 
United Presbyterian Church. He was 
architect for the Davidson, N. C., church 
and the First Presbyterian, Burlington, 
N. C., among others.) 


College Bars Compulsory 
Church Attendance Rule 


Elon College, N.C. (RNS)—Trustees 
of Elon College (Congregational Chris- 
tian) have rescinded a 60-year-old rule 
requiring all students to attend Sunday 
school and church every week regardless 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions here, recorded from a radio program, are Donald G. Miller, of 

the faculty of Union Seminary in Virginia; Wade H. Boggs, Jr., of the Assembly’s 

Training School faculty; and Jack B. McMichael, Presbyterian, U.S., regional director 
of Christian education, Dallas, Texas. 


CHRIST’S DIVINITY 


Can a man be a Christian without 
believing in the divinity of Christ? 


Boccs: It is my understanding that 
the National Council of Churches and the 
World Council of Churches refuse to 
admit to membership any denomination 
which does not accept this doctrine. Faith 
in Jesus Christ the Son of God is con- 
sistently presented by the New Testa- 
ment as the means by which salvation 
may be appropriated. It should be point- 
ed out, however, that a person does not 
become a Christian by a mere verbal 
endorsement of this doctrine. Such faith 
becomes saving faith only if it determines 
the direction of a person’s life. 


BELIEF IN INSPIRATION 


Can a man be Christian without 
believing in the divine inspiration of 
Scriptures ? 


Boccs: This doctrine is often con- 
fused with the doctrine of special revela- 
tion, with which it has important con- 
nections. By this latter doctrine we mean 
the belief that God has in history re- 
vealed himself in special ways by his 
saving acts. Not only did God reveal 
himself by these historical acts, but he 
also illumined the minds of certain men, 
thereby enabling them to understand the 
significance of these acts. In addition, 
he inspired these men as they interpreted 
and recorded these acts for the enlight- 
enment of their contemporaries and for 
the benefit of subsequent generations. 
Without question, therefore, a person 
must believe in special revelation in order 
to be a Christian. Such a doctrine also 
logically involves some sort of a belief 
in inspiration. I suppose it would be 


4 


theoretically possible for a person to be- 
lieve in revelation, and to deny belief in 
inspiration. Such a person might deserve 
to be called a Christian, even though we 
might at the same time feel that he was 
illogical and wrong in such a denial of 
inspiration. 

MopeErAtor: You would say then 
that a man would have to believe that in 
some special way God has revealed him- 
self before he can do much of anything 
in the Christian life. 

Boccs: Yes, I think that’s fundamen- 
tal. 

MitieER: I would like to interpose 
the judgment that both in the Bible and 
for most modern denominations belief 
in Christ is a means of salvation and one 
doesn’t in any sense have to believe in 
some theory of inspiration to be saved. 


WHAT DOES SELAH MEAN? 


In the Psalms we frequently run 
across the word Selah, and one of our 
listeners wants to know what is meant 
by Selah. 

MecMicnaev: You can arbitrarily say 
that it has no meaning in regard to the 
text itself. That is, it throws no light 
or interpretation on the words of Scrip- 
ture. Take, for instance, the 46th, 47th 
and 48th Psalms. In the 46th Psalm 
the 7th and 11th verses are the same. Both 
of them close with this word Selah, which 
could be a rest or a pause. If you realize 
that Hebrew poetry takes its rhythm from 
thought and not from the rhyme or the 
verse as in English poetry, I think it is 
perfectly possible that this word would 
indicate a pause of some kind. It is also 
possible in some cases that it indicates 
some instructions to the musician, since 
the Psalms were the songs of the Hebrew 
people. 


of whether or not they remained on the 
campus. 

Under the rule, students who went 
home weekends had to bring back a 
signed statement from a minister that 


they had been to church. Those who 
failed to attend for two Sundays were 
punished by loss of an academic quarter 
hour. 

The Student Legislature recently pro- 
tested the rule, saying that forced at- 
tendance violated Christian principles 
because it deprived students of their pri- 
vate judgment and freedom of conscience. 
They added it also was detrimental to 
the school’s honor system because it en- 
couraged students to forge attendance 
slips. 


Plan Portable Tabernacle 
For Graham Campaigns 


Detroit (RNS)—A 12,000-seat port- 
able “tin can” tabernacle will be built 
for Billy Graham’s evangelistic compaign 
here next fall, it was announced at a 
meeting of 100 local clergymen engaged 
in planning the mission. 

The all-aluminum tabernacle was de- 
signed by industrialist R. G. LeTourneau 
of Peoria, I]]., and will be fabricated at 
the Longview, Tex., plant where his 
company builds earth-moving equipment. 

Shipped to Detroit in “knocked-down” 
form, it will be assembled at the site of 
the local campaign—probably the State 
Fair Grounds. After the Detroit crusade 
it will be sent to England for use in the 
three evangelistic drives Mr. Graham has 
scheduled there in 1954. 

The cost of the materials and fabrica- 
tion are being financed jointly by the Le- 
Tourneau Foundation, a religious philan- 
thropic organization founded by the 
heavy machinery builder, and the Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Foundation. De- 
troit groups, according to present plans, 
will bear the cost of erecting the taber- 
nacle here. 


Agencies Report on 
11 Months’ Receipts 


With only one month to go before the 
end of the church year, Assembly agen- 
cies reported the following receipts as of 
February 28: 

Annuities and Relief ( Louisville), $387, 
173; decrease from last year, $15,124. 

Church Extension (Atlanta), $604,845; 
increase, $45,520. Program of Progress, 
$18,676. Defense Service Dept., $11,834. 

Christian Education (Richmond), $272,- 
886; increase, $1,761. 

General Fund (Atlanta), $264,687; de- 
crease, $1,108. Inter-church Agencies, $10, 
773; decrease, $1,764. 

World Missions (Nashville), $1,276,566; 
increase, $256,913. 
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The Test of Greatness 


“Whosoever will be great among you, 
let him be your minister; and whosoever 
will be chief among you, let. him be your 
servant.”—Matt. 20:26-7 


HE SERVICE of Ordination of new 

Elders and Deacons, and their in- 
stallation as officers of this congregation, 
is a ceremony which is not restricted to 
the individuals directly involved. Each 
person here feels a portion of the respon- 
sibility for the progress of the Christian 
Cause. Whether we wish it or not, by 
virtue of our profession of faith, we have 
been called into leadership. It is appro- 
priate that we should think of the nature 
of that leadership, and should be remind- 
ed by our text that the one who leads 
is to be a servant. The test of leadership 
is service. 

An additional factor makes this theme 
pertinent. Only recently a new President 
has taken the oath of office and entered 
upon his great duties. Our prayers are 
with him and with his associates, as he 
undertakes this vast task and enters his 
large opportunity for national and world 
leadership. Again the question is before 
us—what is the nature of real leadership, 
what is the true test and measure of great- 
ness? And again our Lord’s words come 
to tell us that the one who is to be great 
must minister to men, and the chief must 
be the servant. 


World’s Idea vs. Christ’s 


In our scripture lesson then, from 
which these words are taken, one sees 
the contrast between the world’s idea of 
greatness and that of our Lord. The 
mother of James and John—Salome was 
her name—had come to Jesus and had 
asked a great favor for her two sons. She 
requested that they might have the chief 
places, one on Jesus’ right and the other 
on his left in his approaching Kingdom. 
The other disciples were much annoyed, 
and naturally so; although their annoy- 
ance indicated that they had the same 
kind of ambition as the two sons of Zeb- 
edee. Jesus indicated that any reward 
would come only after suffering and he 
told them of the bitter cup they must 
drink, as would he, and very soon. Then 
he gives his standard of greatness, the 
measure of leadership. Contrasting their 
standards with the standards of the Gen- 
tiles, where the “great ones” exercise 
authority over the others, he said, “it shall 
not be so among you—whosoever will be 
chief among you, let him be your serv- 
ant.” 

This was not the first time the question 
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of greatness had arisen. On a previous 
occasion, the disciples asked Jesus, ‘“Who 
is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 
And Jesus answered by a vivid illustra- 
tion—a child whom he called from the 
inevitable circle of children always sur- 
rounding any unusual happening, and 
placing the child in their m:dst, where 
all could see, he said that here was their 
answer—in the simplicity and humility 
of a little child. ‘Whosoever, therefore, 
shall humble himself as this little child, 
the same is greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven.” Again, this concept of great- 
ness based upon the things which seem 
at the opposite extreme of greatness as we 
know it—the humility of a child, the 
labor of a servant. 


This is the great break which Chris- 
tianity makes with worldly standards. 
This thought is not new to us. We have 
known it and have taken it for granted 
all along. But we cannot feel that the 
Christian standard is as important as 
the other. It is beautiful, of course, de- 
sirable, but in this kind of world the 
rewards which are placed before us by 
our society, with its urge for money and 
prestige, and influence, are irresistible, 
and they take precedence, although all the 
while we know that true greatness does 
not lie with them. 


Indeed, one might say that the Chris- 
tian life is a constant attempt to accept 
this standard; to believe it to be more 
important than the other. This requires 
severe readjustment of thinking, a new 
priority of values. It consists: not pri- 
marily of any accomplishment which the 
world can applaud and reward, but rather 
of the achievement of spirit—of humility 
like a child, of service like a servant. 
He that would be great, and he wanted 
men to seek this kind of greatness, must 
be the servant of all. 


It Dignifies Life 


What then is the nature of this stand- 
ard? What is this test of greatness which 
Jesus applies? How does service make 
for greatness? 


In the first place, think of the dignity 
of service—the way service ennobles and 
elevates life. Some think of the status of 
the servant as undignified. The man who 
does menial work seems obscure and for- 
lorn, Yet there is no dignity which can 
compare with work faithfully and care- 
fully done. The task itself may be only 
a small one in the vast sum of the world’s 
work, but loyal attention given to it en- 
nobles the workman and gives stature to 
his life. As Henry Van Dyke put it in 
his hymn regarding labor, “Every task 
however simple, sets the soul that does 
it free.” 


And always it compels reverence. There 
is no greater dignity than that which 
comes through work well done. For in 
labor one comes to grips with the real 
situations of life. The servant is the 
person dealing with reality—not the mas- 
ter who commands him from afar. The 
one who executes the order is greater 
than the one who gives it. He is at first- 
hand contact with the world and its 
material. He achieves greatness because 
he is doing something, and doing some- 
thing is always nobler than talking about 
doing something or commanding someone 
else to act. 


So it is with service, which means labor 
on behalf of others. As a matter of fact, 
all constructive labor is a form of service. 
There is power when man deals with any 
obstacle to life. This is true of the ob- 
stacles of the natural world: “A man 
stood up at Panama, and the mountain 
stood aside”—and seven thousand ships 
passed from ocean to ocean last year in 
peaceful commerce. There is great power 
evidenced when men deal with intellec- 
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tual and = spiritual obstacles, when a 
‘Helen Keller’ is taught to speak, when 
a clouded mind is enabled to think. To 
clear the way for health, for truth, for 
love—what great power, what dignity lies 
in such service. 

All of us have seen this kind of great- 
ness, this dignity of service. We have 
seen it in sick rooms where humble tasks 
are patiently and lovingly done. I recall 
an event on the subway some months ago. 
A young woman became very ill and none 
of us knew what to do—except a Negro 
woman, perhaps the least prepossessing 
individual in the car. She took charge 
of the girl, stretched her out upon the 
seat, stroked her and spoke soothingly to 
her, and by the time the next station was 
reached, the situation was under control. 
And there was not a person in the car 
who did not know that he was in the 
presence of his better, there was no one 
who was not moved by the dignity of that 
act of service. 

In schoolrooms where the truth is pa- 
tiently taught; in places near and far 
where hatred between individuals and 
groups is being released and forgiveness 
and compassion taught and revealed; 
wherever there is true service, there is 
dignity. Therefore—he that would be 
great among you, let him be the servant 


of all. 


It Is Expansive 


In the second -place, think of the 
breadth of service. Some people think 
they must bend everything to their own 
ends. They become the small end of 
the funnel toward which all experience 
must be drawn. Increasingly they are 
isolated until at last, they are like St. 
Simeon Stylites, alone upon his pillar. 

Is it not strange but true that many 
people whose lives should be so broad and 
generous are instead narrow and selfish? 
They have had everything—education, 
travel, contacts, opportunity. Why have 
these things not done more? Because all 
has been centered upon self and no 
thought given to service. 

For the one who serves spreads his 
spirit afar. That is the nature of serv- 
ice—to turn life out, not in. Its motion 
is centripetal, not centrifugal. Largeness 
of soul is the inevitable result. For serv- 
ice makes life always objective. It is 
ever looking out, for new opportunities, 
for doors opening into usefulness. Re- 
ligion itself is likely to become too sub- 
jective. We keep looking at ourselves, 
asking always, “How am I doing, how 
are my worries being resolved, how are 
my burdens being borne?” To be sure, 
these are important questions. But they 
receive their answer by turning the eyes 
away from self to the needs of the world. 
We are to ask, “What am I doing for 
mankind, how well am I serving my 
world ?” 
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Jesus was continually “objective,” if 
we may use that word in connection with 
him. He kept his attention upon the 
world. His vision was always “out 
there.” He came, not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister. He turned men 
away from himself to others. He talked 
about nature and how it spoke of God, 
about people and how they needed God, 
about God himself and the fullness of 
his love. He said he came to seek and to 
save those that were lost. Always he 
talked about the world out there. 

We make our religious faith too sub- 
jective, too self-centered. Its power will 
come in forgetting ourselves. It will 
reveal its greatness as it sends us out to 
serve our fellows, for one becomes part 
of what he serves. Man’s spirit can be- 
come diffused in every area he touches 
and serves. Think of the truly great 
souls you have known. Whether they have 
important positions in the world has 
nothing to do with the case. What does 
matter is the breadth of their service, the 
way in which their lives have touched 
other lives for good. 

There are people who have achieved 
greatness—yves, greatness—by their gifts 
to the work of Christ around the world, 
by their letters to those on the mission 
field, by their prayers for those who labor 
in the Christian Cause. Even though 
they may not have left their own homes, 
because of the way in which they have 
served far afield, they have achieved the 
breadth which is real greatness. We have 
seen people whose acts of decency, kind- 
ness, consideration for others, in many 
places and over many years, have given 
such breadth to their souls that one knows 
that he stands in the presence of great- 
ness. 

Greatness is seen in the generous giv- 
ing of time and strength, of money and 
self, in meeting the needs which men 
have. All this makes life vaster. The 
bounties of the spirit are pushed far back. 
In the breadth of service, man the servant 
achieves greatness. 


They Said 


Continued from March 9, highlight- 
ing significant statements pub- 
lished here during 1952 


Can’t Imagine It 


I can’t imagine our church being rep- 
resented before the world as unwilling to 
cooperate with anybody in raising money 
for the Lord’s work and in winning souls 
for Christ—R. MAttHEW Lynn, June 
30. 


Diametrically Opposed 


The principle of segregation is a denial 
of the Christian faith and ethics which 


Jesus Illustrated 


Finally, consider how all this is 
summed up and illustrated in the life 
of our Lord. We feel that it would be 
almost irreverent to speak of Jesus as “a 
great man.” So mingled are our concep- 
tions of fame and success with greatness 
that we cannot bring ourselves to use so 
almost “tarnished” a phrase to describe 
him, but this we can say—that in his life 
we see what greatness is and means. Out 
of the confusion into which misuse has 
cast the term, we can bring it back to 
its true meaning. Even as he went his 
way toward failure, humiliation, and 
death—we see greatness. With nothing 
that the world regarded and regards as 
“great,” yet we know that the meaning of 
greatness is written there, and that suc- 
cess or failure, life or death, have no 
bearing on the matter and no power to 
destroy it. 

And the reason for that greatness was 
the reason that he gave for greatness in 
others—in the fullness of his service. 
The title of ‘“‘servant’”’ became more and 
more applicable to him. Paul speaks of 
the fact that: “He made himself of no 
reputation and took upon him the form of 
a servant.” There he remained—in that 
form. Thus he worked and served. And 
the more we see of him in this way, the 
more clearly we see how he served men 
and loved them, the surer his greatness 
becomes, and we rejoice in the majestic 
description of that greatness with which 
Paul continues: ‘Wherefore God also 
hath highly exalted him and given him 
a name which is above every name.” 

So we pray that he may be our example 
and guide. May he be the guide for 
these new church officers, and for all 
of us within the church. May he be the 
guide for our new President and for all 
who advise him. May we seek the great- 
ness which comes through the dignity, 
through the breadth, of service, for “he 
that would be chief among you, let him 
be vour servant.” 


Something! 


stems from the basic premise taught by 
our Lord that all men are created the 
children of God. The pattern of segre- 
gation is diametrically opposed to what 
Christians believe about the worth of 
men, and if we are to be true to our 
Christian faith we must take our stand 
against it—General Board of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, June 30. 


Moral Sanction 


The pattern of segregation in the 
United States is given moral sanction 
by the fact that churches and church in- 
stitutions, as a result of insensitiveness 
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and social pressure, have so largely ac- 
cepted this pattern in their own life and 
practice.—National Council of Churches, 
June 30. 


Monsters? 


If the USA brethren are the mon- 
sters they have been described as be- 
ing, then it would seem to me that such 
an exchange (of pulpits) as is pro- 
posed would be favored by the oppo- 
nents of union since they would be 
revealed for what they are.—CECIL 
CULVERHOUSE, June 30. 


Asset or Liability? 


Our church has not come into any of 
the great ecumenical movements at the 
beginning. We have usually come in 
late or thrown brickbats at those who are 
already in. So our cooperation in the 
International Christian University in 
Japan at the present time, if we were 
critical, could be more of a liability than 
an asset.—Jonn A. MAcLEan, June 30. 


Infuse All Education 


The leading Christians of Japan are 
asking and expecting that this (Inter- 
national Christian) university be built. 
It is needed to infuse all of education 
in Japan with the Christian spirit, es- 
pecially with the recognized and 
accredited educational leaders.—H. 
KERR TaAyior, June 30. 


Can’t Unwrite History 


We simply cannot expect everybody in 
Japan or in this country to sign up with 
us on our 17th Century (doctrinal) 
standards. The world has moved on. 
These standards suit me; I was trained 
in them. But never, never do I expect 
to see our eight million Methodist friends, 
our seven million Southern Baptist col- 
leagues, our four million Lutherans, and 
all the rest agreeing to go back to 1643 
for their po:nt of departure. We simply 
cannot unwrite modern history, nor would 
we want to.—H. Kerr Taytor, June 30. 


Man of Distinction 


By One of His Victims 


I’m not so bad: 


I’m a good neighbor—I love people— 

I love my wife and children— 

I’m kind to dumb animals— 

I wouldn't step on an ant if I could 
help it— 

I'm a decent citizen— 

I pay my taxes and obey the laws of 
my state— 

I belong to the church—sometimes I 
go— 


You wouldn't catch me dead: 
Playing cards for money— 
Taking dope— 


Betting on a horse race— 
Evading my taxes—Stealing— 


I’m a peaceful sort of man: 


I like to be liked— 

I’ve got a tender heart if you only knew 
it— 

I mind my own business—I work 
hard— 


I like to see other fellows get ahead— 


I’m no criminal: 


I’d die before I’d deliberately kill an- 
other man— 

Rob a bank— 

Set fire to another man’s house— 

Take away another man’s property— 

Injure another man’s wife or chil- 
dren— 

I’m not bad! 
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But look what I did: 

The other night I went out to the Grill 
to see the boys .. . I ordered a sandwich 
and a couple of beers .. . I think it was 
a “couple” ... A few hours later I 
decided it was time to go home. . . I 
got in my car ... The fellows tried 
to stop me but I knew what I was 
doing . Sure, things weren’t quite 
clear, but I felt good . . . I started out 
across the River Bridge . . . I was going 
pretty fast . . . the lights mixed me up 
... the rain didn’t help none... I reckon 
I got on the wrong side of the road... 
then I hit this fellow... I hit him hard 

. it was head-on . . . I ruined his car 
—the one he hadn’t finished paying for 
... I left it a jumble of broken glass and 
torn, twisted-steel. I threw him against 
the steering wheel. I broke five of his 
ribs and cut his face bad..... I threw 
his 19-year-old son through the wind- 
shield . . . I cut his face up ’til it looked 
like a bow] of stirred-up cherry Jello... 
I cut his nose almost off . . . I broke his 
ankle .. . I left his wife with her coat 
torn off, covered with cuts and bruises 
and numb through shock and fear... 
I broke the ribs of the other woman on the 
back seat ... I hurt her arm and cut her 
leg . . . I sure messed things up! 

Me? I wasn’t scratched .. . but Gosh! 
it was quiet and dark there for a few min- 
utes . . . I thought they were all dead 
... IT was afraid...Iran... 

But honestly, I’m not so bad... 

I’m just 

A Drinking Driver. 


Miss Holland Joins Staff 


Frances Holland, of the staff of Trin- 
ity church, Arlington, Va., is joining the 
staff of the Assembly’s Board of Chris- 
tian Education as an associate in the 
department of children’s work, succeed- 
ing Elizabeth Glasscock. 

Miss Holland is a graduate of Johns 
Hopkins University and the Assembly’s 
Training School. Her home is in Bal- 
timore, Md., and her father is a Presby- 
terian, USA, minister. Her business ex- 
perience includes secretarial work with 
two Baltimore firms and more than three 
years service in the U. S. Navy. 


Methodists Suggest Action 


Against Drunken Drivers 

Washington, D.C. (RNS)—A sug- 
gestion that cities tighten law enforce- 
ment against drunken drivers has been 
made by the Methodist Board of Tem- 
perance here. 

The board pointed out in a statement 
that, according to statistics compiled by 
the National Safety Council, the lowest 
fatality mark in traffic accidents (31 per 
10,000 registered vehicles) was estab- 
lished last year in Detroit, “where 
drunken drivers are sent to jail.” 

“Sentences in that city range from ten 
to ninety days,” said the board. ‘They 
are imposed for the very practical pur- 
pose of taking the alcoholized driver off 
the highways before he kills or multilates 
someone.” 

The board said that with 38,000 per- 
sons killed in traffic accidents in 1952, 
1,350,000 injured, and property damage 
to the amount of $3,600,000,000 caused, 
churches and civic groups might well 
consider taking steps to emulate Detroit 
where a ten-year enforcement campaign 
has brought about a “phenomenal de- 
crease in drunk driving.” 
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Who Are the Patriots? 

Harold Velde’s (R.-IIll.) recent sugges- 
tion that his committee in Congress might 
soon turn to investigate the clergy as pos- 
sible agents of Communist infiltration 
met with prompt and deserved rebuke. 

Some church leaders raised a question 
as to Mr. Velde’s qualifications in such 
an undertaking. Some suggested that 
he might be reacting to recent criticism 
of the manner in which some Congres- 
sional investigations have been carried 
on. Joseph Martin Dawson spoke for 
the Baptists and others when he said, “A 
threat to investigate the churches is no 
answer to such valid criticism.” 

Washington’s Methodist Bishop Ox- 
nam thinks the FBI is better equipped to 
carry on such an investigation than Mr. 
Velde. He went on: 

“People expect competent investigations, 
not superficial ones in broad fields. I 
believe that the Communist Party is a 
conspiracy and that conspirators should 
be discovered, tried, and, if guilty, pun- 
ished. Mr. Velde’s committee should se- 
cure information so that Congress can 


legislate. It is not a court or a prosecut- 
ing attorney.” 


Some Roman Catholic spokesmen, ac- 





customed to close church-state tie-ups, 
were all for the Velde plan. Said Msgr. 
James H. Moynihan of Minneapolis, 
dean of the Minneapolis Deanery of the 
St. Paul archdiocese: 

“We Catholics would welcome it. If 
there’s any Communist document or any 
interpretation being preached from the 
pulpits, it is time there be an end to 
ig 

Dan Poling did not surprise some 
people when he thought the Velde sug- 
gestion all right. He was one of few 
Protestants who did not see gross evil 
in the idea. 


President Gerhard W. Grauer of the 
Church Federation of Greater Chicago 
saw some difficulties: 

“Are Communists those who belong to 
the party or those who do not agree with 
your particular views? It is my honest 
belief that no real Christian can be a 
Communist for Communist ideas are based 
on atheism.” 

And then there was Chicago’s Metho- 
dist Bishop Brashares, who doubtless 
spoke for a good many others when he 
urged Congressmen to investigate them- 
selves. Said he: 

“That would be a more fertile field for 
discovering subversive activity. The Con- 
gressional committee ought to go to 
chureh once in a while.” 

Rabbi Kramer, president of the Syna- 
gogue Council of America, spoke in line 
with American tradition when he said: 

“It is very unfortunate that leaders in 
government will attempt to investigate 


and, by implication, to curb the freedom 
of expression of religious conviction. 

“Freedom of speech and freedom of 
religion, guaranteed by the Constitution 
of the United States, and even more so by 
the traditions of our land, from the be- 
ginnings of our nationhood, will be se- 
riously threatened if Congressional leaders 
and committees interfere with the free 
and unhampered expression of religious 
conviction.” 

The trouble probably is that Mr. Velde 
and others like him are not well enough 
acquainted with the Old Testament 
prophets and the manner in which true 
prophets have always held up before their 
nations higher goals than they have yet 
attained. Neither do they know the 
threats, intimidation and persecution that 
have come to those who dared to speak 
the will of God as it has been revealed 
to them. They have been the truest pa- 
triots. 


Ford Fund Grants 


In addition to the important grant 
made to the Synod of North Carolina for 
a study of all its institutions of higher 
learning (OvTLOoK, Jan. 19, 26), the 
Fund for the Advancement of Educa- 
tion (Ford Foundation) has made other 
significant grants to educational institu- 
tions in recent months. These colleges 
and universities received grants for man- 


agement surveys of administrative and or- 
ganizational practices: 


Davidson University of North 
Barnard Carolina at Chap- 
Denison el Hill, Greens- 
Atlanta boro and Raleigh 
Hamilton 


These received grants for self-study 
of their educational and curricular pro- 
grams: 


Southwestern at Carleton 


Memphis Wellesley 
Southern Methodist Dillard 
Brooklyn Lafayette 
Ohio Wesleyan Beloit 
Wesleyan Rutgers 
Pittsburgh (U) Buffalo 
Florida (U) Notre Dame 
St. John’s Brown 
Francis Xavier Reed 


Goucher 


Let Presbyterians Reunite !—next 
in this series is omitted this week. 





“If We Love One 
Another” 


If we love one another, God dwelleth 
in us... .—Read 1 John 4:7-12. 


Everywhere the devout are asking 
where God is—in a world like ours. It 
is an old, old question. The mocking 
have asked it in derision: “Where is 
now thy God?” The disheartened have 
asked it in perplexity: “Where is now 
my God?” 

No one answer is enough, nor any an- 
swer easy. But John knew this: Wher- 
ever love is, there God is. Where the 
sorrowing mourn their dead in loving 
tenderness; where parents say good-by to 
their children to save them; where affec- 
tion watches the imperilled, there God is. 

Wherever an ethical good will mourns 
man’s inhumanity to man and plans, 
beyond moral chaos, for a kind and 
righteous world; wherever broken hearts 
and lives cry, “Father, forgive them, they 
know not what they do,” there God is. 
Wherever the estranged pray for recon- 
ciliation; wherever the hurt refuse to 
hate and compassion forgets enmities, 
there God is. We do not need to search 
the skies for God. He is nearer than 
that: “If we love one another, God 
dwelleth in us.” 


Let Us Pray: O thou in whom, dwell- 
ing in love, we ourselves abide, let thy 
love so stir within us in our love of one 
another, that we may clearly discern thee 
and follow thy ways wholly, knowing that 
love born of thee feels no burden and 
“loves without fear.” In his name, who 
was thy love incarnate. Amen. 





—Gaius GLENN ATKINS in The Fellowship of 
Prayer, distributed by the National Council of 
Churches’ Dept. of Evangelism. By permission, 
the Pilgrim Press. 
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CHRISTIAN FIRST 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





First they gave their own selves to the 
Lord.—II Corinthians 8:5. 


CCORDING to published accounts, 

part of the indictment brought 
against the Chapel Hill (N.C.) church 
by its presbytery is a “controlling phi- 
losophy of religion” which is said to 
include, as its first principle, “that being 
Christian is more important than being 
a Presbyterian.” 

To some, it may seem inconceivable 
that such a charge would be made against 
a congregation by any presbytery. Per- 
haps the published report did not quote 
the document correctly. Other more cyn- 
ical readers may doubt that such a con- 
gregation exists. But so far as it goes, 
this is a true indictment. 

The present writer has visited in that 
church from time to time, and has always 
come away with a heart of thankfulness 
for having seen Christianity in action. 
What a church is, is not merely to be 
heard; it is to be seen and felt. And this, 
not on one day alone of seven, one hour 
out of 168, but through every day and 
week. This church did not make the 
impression that it is not Presbyterian; but 
it did convey the conviction that for both 
minister and officers and people, being 
Christian is more important than being 
Presbyterian. 

But if this be a true indictment, it is an 
honorable one. If the Chapel Hill church 
has anything to repent of, let it at least 
not repent of this, that in their fellowship 
being Christian takes first place. Fur- 
thermore, it does not stand alone. There 
are other congregations known to the 
writer, and no doubt others unknown to 
him, in the Southern Presbyterian church, 
where Christianity takes first place. If 
this be heresy, it is a spreading one. 


HEN such a philosophy of life is 
officially condemned, Presbyterian- 
ism marks itself an Ism. If anything 
else is more important than being Chris- 
tian, if anything else is as important, 
then the case for Christianity has been 
given away. Ideally, though too seldom 
in fact, Presbyterianism stands by the 
proposition that Christianity is more im- 
portant than any Ism, even its own. 
What would happen if more Presby- 
terian churches gave the impression that 
they thought being Christian is more vital 
than any system of doctrine or any form 
of government? ‘There seems to be no 
immediate prospect of any overwhelming 
number of such congregations. But sup- 
pose the number of such churches in- 
creased, even over presbyterial censure? 
Suppose this attitude or philosophy were 
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no longer so unusual, so peculiar, that it 
must be called “wrong”? One thing 
would surely happen: such churches 
would not seem “un-Presbyterian” any 
more. They would not be rebuked for 
aiming to be what all churches ought to 
aim to be. Indeed, strangers would begin 
to identify our churches, not by the name 
on the front, not by some form of worship 
or the lack of it. They would not have 
to look for the name of the publishers 
of the hymnal nor ask to see the church’s 
catechism. ‘They would not have to listen 
through the sermon for the special points 
of any Ism. They would identify the 
church as Presbyterian because in that 
congregation the simple belief prevailed, 
and was practiced, that Christianity is 
more important than any Ism. 

It is as true of the church as it is of 
the individual that whoever loves his 
life shall lose it, and that he who loses 
it for the sake of Christ and his gospel 
shall save it. A denomination whose first 
concern is for its own preservation, as 
such, a denomination that loves its own 
life first, has already lost its true life. 

If you really want to do something for 
Presbyterianism, which is better: to teach, 
believe and demonstrate the belief that 
being a Presbyterian is just as important 
as being a Christian, or that being a 
Christian takes first place? If we could 
once become known as one denomination 
that considers loving, following and liv- 
ing Christ to be really more important 
than anything else that theologians and 
ecclesiastics can think of, and if this 
were known to be not a matter of claim 





Rev. John C. Ramsay, Th.D., Evangelist- 
at-Large of the Presbyterian Church, U. 
S., with headquarters at Laredo, Texas, 
has announced the following engagements 
in Presbyterian churches for Visitation- 
Preaching meetings for the Spring of 
1953: 

Feb. 22-Mar. 3, Delgado, Wilmington, 
x. €. 

Mar. 4-18, Armistead Gardens, Balti- 
more, Md. 

March 22-Apr. 5, First, Branson, Mo. 

Apr. 16-24, Topsail, Wilmington, N. C. 

Apr. 25-29, St. Andrews, Charleston, S.C. 

Apr. 30-May 10, Old Waxhaw, N. C. 

May 17-24, Williston, S. C. 


but a matter of fact, then our churches 
would all be too small. 


RESBYTERIES are required to re- 

view the congregations within their 
bounds, and this is right. But do we 
always look for the right thing? Once 
there was a church in the city of Antioch 
that gave the older and more regular 
churches some cause to shake their heads. 
The mother church sent up a man named 
Barnabas to look the place over and re- 
port. We do not know that Barnabas 
was of any great skill as a theologian. 
But when he looked into that church at 
Antioch, we read that he saw the grace 
of God there, and was glad. 

All churches talk about the Cross. Why 
cannot we set out to be, not in pride but 
in deep humility, one church that carries 
the cross? All churches call Christ Lord. 
Can we not become a church where the 
mark of our people is that they have given 
themselves, first of all, to him? All 
churches sing of the Resurrection. What 
a church we would be—no denomination 
any longer but a true Church—if we 
could say in every local fellowship: ‘In 
our church we do not need to talk of the 
Resurrection. He is risen indeed. He 
lives—here.”’ 
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CHURCH NEWS 





+ 
Ga. Church Council Is 

. . . 
Beginning Operations 

Georgia News Letter 
brand-new Council of 
Churches is beginning to get into oper- 
ation. In discussing the opening of ad- 
ministrative offices, Stuart R. Oglesby, 
the council president, said, ‘Our first 
aim is the promotion of fellowship and 
mutual understanding among Christians 
of evangelical communions in Georgia.” 
Departments of the council which will 
begin their work first include those on 
religious information, fellowship, public 
witness and special season observances. 
Most of the council’s work, Dr. Oglesby 
said, “will be accomplished through ex- 


Georgia’s 


isting cooperative groups such as minis- 
terial associations and councils of church 


women.” Eight denominations in the 
state are already members of the council. 
Administrative offices have been opened 
at 63 Auburn Ave., N. E., with Harvey 
H. Walters assuming temporary direc- 
tion. Mr. Walters until recently was di- 
rector of Presbyterian, U. S., public re- 
lations and is now operating privately as 
a pubic relations counselor. Permanent 
leadership and location of the office will 
be worked out later. 


Columbia Seminary Will 
Hold First Summer Term 
Columbia Seminary in Decatur will 
offer its first graduate summer work Au- 
gust 4-28 with Professors Gillespie, Brown 
and Cartledge teaching two courses each. 
The temporary apartments which have 
been used for veterans will be torn down 
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at the end of the current term so that 
work can begin on the permanent apart- 
ment which will replace them.  Bull- 
dozers are now at work on a permanent 
athletic field. 


Perry Church Conducts 
Three-Pledge Canvass 


When men of the Perry, Ga., church 
conducted their Every Member Canvass 
this year they asked for three pledges 
instead of the customary one: (1) Daily 
Bible reading March 1-Apr. 5, following 
the department of evangelism’s bookmark, 
and daily prayer; (2) 13 weeks church 
attendance; (3) a pledge to the budget. 
Results were great. With a resident 
membership of 150, early returns with 
others still coming in showed 121 pledges 
for $7,096, 104 for Bible reading and 
daily prayer, and 100 to church attend- 
ance. 


St. Mary’s Gets First 
“Pastor” in Memory 


When H. L. Sneed was installed pastor 
of the St. Mary’s, Ga., church it was the 
first time in the memory of the church’s 
members that they had ever installed a 
pastor. When no minister was available 
as a “stated supply,” the elders carried 
on all the services with almost no break. 
It is thought possible that Mr. Sneed is 
the first pastor to be installed in this 51- 
member church since the War Between 
the States or longer. 


Important Meetings Are 


Scheduled in the Synod 

Plans have been changed in regard to 
the Synod of Georgia. This July 13-14 
meeting will be at the Gordon Street 
church, Atlanta, instead of in LaGrange. 
. .. The 6th annual Georgia Christian 
Conference for Negro youth will be held 
at Gammon Seminary, Atlanta, July 6- 
11, with Moses James, Chattanooga, 
Tenn., director. . . . Men of the synod 
will hold their meeting earlier this year 
—May 1-3 at Radium Springs Hotel near 
Albany. . . . Leaders of men’s work in 
Georgia presbyteries are engaging in a 
series of training sessions this month. 


Other Meetings Were 
Held Recently ... 


Harry M. Moffett, Gastonia, N. C., 
and Wm. H. McCorkle, Atlanta, were 
chief speakers at the synod’s Westminster 
Fellowship conference at Statesboro in 
February with 100 college students and 
leaders present. . . . Sara Little, of the 
Assembly’s Training School faculty, was 
the leader of the synod’s D.R.E. retreat 
in Milledgeville recently. . . . The Sa- 
vannah Evening School of the Bible, now 
in its fifth annual session, has enrolled 
approximately 400 this year. 
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New Churches Organized 
In Albany and Clayton 

Five new churches have been organized 
in Southwest Georgia Presbytery in 18 
months. The last one was Westminister 
in Albany, with 100 charter members. 
J. T. N. Keels is pastor. A new church 
was organized in Clayton (Athens Pres- 
bytery) in February. L. B. Gibbs is pas- 
tor. Grant’s Chapel of Georgia-Carolina 
Presbytery is the only Negro church in the 
Savannah (white) Presbytery area and 
appeals are being made to the men’s clubs 
of Savannah Presbytery to raise a min- 
imum of $500 to be applied on a build- 
ing fund for Grant’s. 


Building Efforts Noted 
All Across the Synod 


Among the many church building proj- 
ects being carried on by Presbyterian 
congregations are these: First, Dalton, 
has launched a $125,000 campaign for a 
new educational plant; Sibley church, Au- 
gusta, plans to begin work on an educa- 
tional unit shortly; the new outpost chapel 
of Augusta’s First church is already prov- 
ing too small and plans have been drawn 
for a second unit; Reid Memorial church, 
Augusta, will begin construction of its 
new sanctuary shortly with costs expected 
to be more than $200,000. . . . The First 
church, Columbus, has purchased a 
manse for the new minister and family, 
Robert B. McNeill. 


Miscellany 


Men of the Thomasville church, in 
response to a School of Missions talk 
by Roy LeCraw, have voted to assume the 
support of a missionary couple in the Far 
East. . . . Chaplains at Fort Benning 
have worked out a pulpit supply arrange- 
ment whereby they and the pastors of 
Columbus, Phenix City and nearby can 
exchange Sunday duties. John S. Land 
of St. Charles Avenue church, New Or- 
leans, led a week’s preaching mission 
at the Main Post Chapel at Benning re- 
cently. . . . Paul Leslie Garber, of the 
Agnes Scott: faculty, heads a committee 
of the synod appointed to make a com- 
plete study of its student work program. 

VERNON A. CRAWFORD. 
Penndale, Milledgeville. 
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A SPIRITUAL JOURNEY WITH PAUL 


THOMAS S. KEPLER. The apostle Paul speaks across the centuries in 
these forty brief but deeply significant meditations. Writing with clear 
understanding of the spiritual hunger of today’s “man in the street,” Dr. 
Kepler reveals the courage, hope, love, and faith to be found in the Chris- 
tian gospel as Paul taught and lived it. $2 


THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE 


LESLIE D. WEATHERHEAD. The very heart of the Christian faith—the 
risen Lord, Christ living today, the certainty of immortality, and Christ’s 
relevance to our present world. Here is comfort and encouragement for 
everyone—especially the recently bereaved and those whose faith has 
grown weak. $1 


LORD OF ALL 


JOHN TREVOR DAVIES. A clear and stirring presentation of the claims 
and gifts of the living Christ—his desire for his followers’ unstinted al- 
legiance, and the rewards he gives to those who surrender to him com- 





Peace (College 


Owned by the Presbyterians of 
North Carolina 
A Junior College combined with the 
last two years of preparatory school for 
girls who wish to complete high school 
work in a college atmosphere. Accredit- 
ed. Transfer or terminal programs of- 
fered in: 
LIBERAL ARTS HOME ECONOMICS 
SECRETARIAL PRE-NURSING 
MUSIC ART 
Well-rounded program of sports, cul- 
tural, and social activities. For catalog 
write: 
WILLIAM C. PRESSLY, President 
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pletely. $2 


THE SEVEN WORDS 


CLOVIS G. CHAPPELL. Seven sermons 
based on Jesus’ last words on the cross. 
“They connect with the practical prob- 
lems of daily life.’—Church Manage- 
ment. $1 


A PLAIN MAN LOOKS AT 
THE CROSS 

LESLIE D. WEATHERHEAD. “A rele- 
vant, honest, compelling answer to the 
questions men ask about the cross.”— 
Chattanooga Times. $1.75 


PERSONALITIES OF THE 
PASSION 

LESLIE D. WEATHERHEAD. ‘The ex- 
traordinary vividness of the author 
makes this book a word of God for to- 
day.”—Advance. $2 


AFTER DEATH 


LESLIE D. WEATHERHEAD. “Few 
books on the Christian doctrine of the 
future life are at once so frank and so 
devout.” —London Times. $1.50 


FACES ABOUT THE CROSS 


CLOVIS G. CHAPPELL. “Here is plain, 
straightforward preaching that illumi- 
nates the crucifixion drama.’—Church 
Management. $2 


JERUSALEM THE GOLDEN 


ARTHUR W. HEWITT. “The theme is 
human immortality. ... Many will find 
comfort and assurance in what he has 
written.”—Christian Century. $1.50 
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No. 33 in a series on congregational singing 


The Leader in Worship 


By JAMES R. SYDNOR 


IV. The Quotation of Hymns 

At least two factors conspire to hamper 
full comprehension of hymns by a sing- 
ing congregation. One is that the syl- 
lables and words pass before the con- 
sciousness at an average rate of a second 
or less per word. Even if an especially 
engaging idea emerges like “be of sin 
the double cure” or “hearts unfold like 
flowers before Thee,” a particular singer 
cannot call a halt in order to ponder the 
implications of these words. The musical 
pace pulls the congregation relentlessly 
toward the Amen. 

The second factor is the artificial dis- 
tortion which the musical time values fre- 
quently gives the text. As a simple ex- 
ample consider the familiar Doxology. 
A succession of identically long notes 
gives equal time to important nouns like 
“God” and less important prepositions like 
“from.” The second syllable of “‘bless- 
ing” is given as much time as the normal- 
ly accented first syllable. This kind of 
distortion is relatively harmless compared 
to the amazing twisting in the tune Segur 
used with “Guide me, O Thou great Je- 


hovah.” Here unimportant words like 
“O” and “through” are given greatly 
exaggerated emphasis. Such reasons 
make it difficult sometimes for average 
Christians fully to comprehend the sense 
of what they are singing. 

Therefore the custom of quoting lines 
or stanzas of hymns in prayers, talks, 
or sermons can be a means of gradually 
leading our people into a clearer under- 
standing of the ideas in hymns. Of 
course, the main purpose of quotation is 
to illumine the idea being presented in 
the sermon, not to explain the hymn; yet 
the hymn does become more understand- 
able as a by-product. 

As I have listened to hundreds of ex- 
cellent sermons and prayers I have fre- 
quently heard snatches of hymns inserted 
like jewels to sharpen and beautify a 
thought. ‘Take from our souls the strain 
and stress and let our ordered lives con- 
fess the beauty of thy peace”; “I know 
not where his islands lift their fronded 
palms in air; I only know I cannot drift 
beyond his love and care”; “Love so 
amazing, so divine, demands my life, my 


soul, my all’; ‘‘Make me a captive, Lord, 
and then I shall be free”—these and 
many other quotations have contributed 
meaning and force. 

Bishop Phillips Brooks, the magnifi- 
cent preacher of the last century, had 
memorized more than two hundred 
hymns. These lyrics shone like luminous 
stars through the lines of his sermons. 
Dr. John A. Mackay, president of Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary, closed one of 
his Sprunt lectures at Union Theological 
Seminary with these lines from Dora 
Greenwell’s hymn: 

“IT am not skilled to understand 
What God hath willed, what God hath 
planned; 

I only know at his right hand 

Stands one who is my Savior.” 

Dr. Stuart R. Oglesby in his recent 
book, You and the Holy Spirit, illumines 
his fine series of sermons with frequent 
quotations from the great hymns. Paul 
the preacher loved hymns and quoted 
them in his epistles. (See Eph. 5:14, 
I Tim. 3:16, II Tim. 2:11-13.) 

The point is that many of our greatest 
hymn-writers had the rare gift of turning 
a phrase so that it expressed spiritual 
truth with clarity and unusual insight. 
Occasional and proper quotation of their 
hymns should assist us in setting forth 
our thoughts about the Christian faith 
and life. 
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The Living Lord 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR APRIL 5, 1953 
Matthew 28. Printed Text: 28:1-10, 16-20. 


This week we complete a six month’s 
study of the Gospel according to Mat- 
thew. No book ever had a more mag- 
nificent ending. On Friday of Passion 
Week Jesus was betrayed, crucified and 
buried. The disciples were despondent, 
thinking that it was the end. Instead 
there came a new beginning. In his 
closing chapter Matthew tells us how it 
came about. He emphasizes four things: 
(1) the empty tomb; (2) an attempted 
explanation; (3) the Risen Christ; and 
(4) the Great Commission. 


I. The Empty Tomb, 28:1-8 


The first to discover that Jesus’ body 
was no longer in the tomb were three 
women: Mary Magdalene; Mary, the 
mother of James, the Less (one of the 
Twelve); and Salome, the mother of 
James and John (cf. Mk. 16:1). These 
three women, devoted to Christ, had 
watched him from afar as he died on 
the cross. Friday evening, shortly before 
the Sabbath, which began at sunset, they 
began to prepare for the embalming of 
the precious body (Luke 23:54). When 
the Sabbath came they were forced to 
discontinue their labors. Meanwhile Jo- 
seph of Arimathea, aided by Nicodemus, 
both members of the Sanhedrim and secret 
believers, who heretofore had feared to 
avow themselves, had laid the body rev- 
erently in Joseph’s new tomb, placing 
around it a hundred pounds of myrrh 
and aloes (John 19:38-42). But the 
work was only partially done, and the 
women came to complete it. It was on 
Sunday morning, very early, as the first 
streaks of dawn began to appear in the 
east. 

As they drew near to the tomb they 
began to wonder how they would roll 
back the great stone which sealed its 
entrance. Evidently the tomb was a cave 
in the side of the hill. The stone was 
probably a large one, rolling in a groove 
cut in the stone floor. The women were 
afraid that their united strength would 
not be sufficient to budge it. As they 
looked ahead, however, they were sur- 
prised to see the stone rolled back, so as 
to leave the opening free. 

Happy no doubt that their problem was 
so easily solved, they entered the tomb 
(Mark 16:5). Instead of the body of 
Jesus, they saw, Mark says, a young man 
sitting on the right side of the tomb, 
dressed in a white robe. Matthew claims 
that it was an angel, and Luke says that 
there was not one angel but two. As 
Amos R. Wells has written. 


“We must remember the dim light and 
the confused state of the women’s minds. 
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Probably one of the two angels was much 
more noticeable than the other. At any 
rate, the narratives are much more cred- 
ible, thus disagreeing in a few minor 
points, than if they were perfect dupli- 
cates, evidently copied the one from the 
other.” 

The women stood staring at the young 
man in awed amazement as he said: 

“Do not be afraid, for I know that you 
seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not 
here; for he has risen, as he said. Come, 
see the place where he lay. Then go quick- 
ly and tell his disciples that he has risen 
from the dead, and behold, he is going 
before you to Galilee; there you will see 
him. Lo, I have told you.” 

The angel’s words indicated that the 
women were not to linger in wonder and 
rapture, but to discharge at once the duty 
of being bearers of the good news to the 
rest of Jesus’ disciples. They were told 
especially to carry the message to Peter, 
the natural leader of the twelve, broken 
down by the shock of his own denials, as 
well as by the death of his Master (Mark 
16:7). They were told to remind all the 
disciples of Jesus’ promise to meet them 
in Galilee (cf. Mt. 26:32). When the 
angel had finished speaking the women 
fled out of the tomb, for they were seized 
with terror as well as overcome with joy. 


II. An Attempted Explanation, 
28:11-15 


The Roman soldiers appointed to guard 
the tomb reported to the Sanhedrim that 
it was an angel, aided by an earthquake, 
who rolled back the stone. Matthew tells 
us that the Sanhedrim then bribed them 
to declare that the body had been stolen 
while they slept. This report, he tells 
us, was commonly accepted by unbeliev- 
ing Jews at the time in which he wrote. 
It is generally agreed that Matthew’s 
Gospel was written about 80 or 85 A.D. 
The sources which the author used in 
compiling his Gospel are indeed much 
earlier, but his statement indicates that 
fifty years after Jesus’ death men bit- 
terly antagonistic to the Christian move- 
ment admitted that the tomb was empty. 
They explained it by saying that the body 
had been stolen. 

It is not possible, however, to believe 
that the body was removed by the friends 
of Jesus. They were men of unimpeach- 
able character, and it cannot be denied 
that their lives were transformed by their 
conviction that Jesus was living and had 
appeared to them. This was the heart 
and center of their gospel, and for it they 
risked and finally lost their lives. 

It is even more difficult to believe that 
the body was stolen by enemies, for the 
early church based its testimony on the 


fact of the resurrection. The enemies of 
the church could have stopped the hated 
movement at any time by producing the 
body of Jesus. They did not do so, be- 
cause they could not. There is only one 
valid explanation of the empty tomb— 
God raised Jesus from the dead. 


III. The Risen Christ, 28:9-10 


The women who had discovered the 
empty tomb ran back with fear and great 
joy to carry the news to the other dis- 
ciples. On the way they met Jesus. As 
Goodspeed translates it: 


“They hurried away from the tomb 
frightened and yet overjoyed, and ran to 
tell the news to his disciples. And Jesus 
met them and said, Good morning! And 
they went up to him and clasped his feet, 
and bowed to the ground before him. Jesus 
said to them, You need not be afraid. Go 
and tell my brothers to go to Galilee and 
they will see me there.” 


Luke tells us that the women reported 
as quickly as possible all that they had 
seen and heard to the apostles but “their 
words seemed to them an idle tale, and 
they did not believe them.” Later during 
the same day the Risen Lord appeared to 
Simon Peter (Luke 24:34), to two dis- 
ciples on the road to Emmaus (Lk. 
24:13-35), and to the other disciples in 
the Upper Room (Lk. 24:36-43). The 
disciples were finally convinced, so that 
nothing thereafter could shake them from 
their belief, neither ridicule, nor fear, 
nor death itself. As Harris Franklin 
Rall has written in his Life of Jesus: 


“When Jesus was seized they fled. Most 
of them remained in hiding. They were 
overwhelmed and apparently without hope. 
Jesus was just then a glorious and pre- 
cious memory, but that was all—‘We 
hoped that it was he who should redeem 
Israel. Then came the change. These 
fearful men come out of their hiding and 
stand forth boldly in the presence of those 
who slew their Master. Their despondency 
has given place to a joy, such as they had 
not known even in the days that Jesus 
was with them. They have a message and 
cannot be silent, a hope that fills them 
with confident rejoicing, a courage that 
nothing can shake. And all this stands 
the test of time; it is not the enthusiasm 
of a moment. Persecution does not abate 
it, the years do not lessen it. It becomes 
a new movement of life and power. It 
spreads through the Roman world. It 
lives on, when at length the old Roman 
Empire passes, until at last it comes to 
our own day. Only one thing can explain 
all this: the disciples knew, beyond the 
shadow of a doubt, that Jesus lived, that 
his death was not a defeat, and that his 
final victory was sure.” 


IV. The Great Commission, 
28:16-20 


Matthew tells us that Jesus finally ap- 
peared to the eleven disciples in Galilee. 
Others were almost certainly present. 
Paul mentions an appearance of Jesus 
to 500 disciples at one time (1 Cor. 
15:6). Probably this was the occasion. 
In fact we may suppose that Jesus ap- 
pointed the meeting in Galilee in order 


* 
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that he might appear to a larger group of 
his disciples than could be assembled in 
Judea. “When they saw him,” Matthew 
tells us, “they worshipped him, but some 
doubted.” The doubters, we ma¥ sup- 
pose, were not among the eleven, but 
among the 500 who were seeing the Risen 
Christ for the first time. Appearing thus 
to the largest group of his disciples as- 
sembled after his resurrection, Jesus gave 
his church its great commission. 

“All authority in heaven and on 
earth,’ he said, “has been given me.” 
It is because Christ has this authority 
that he issues the command that follows: 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 
that I have commanded you.” 

The final end of the Great Commission 
is to make disciples of all the nations. 
To accomplish this we are commanded 
first to baptize men and then to teach 
them. 

Our first task is to baptize men in the 
name, or better, as the original Greek 
indicates, into the name, of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
I do not believe that Jesus was concerned 
with the form of baptism or primarily 
with the physical act of baptism. He is 
tremendously concerned that men should 
be baptized into the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; 
in other words, that they should be 
brought into living relationship with 
God, who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

The greatest service the church can 
render to the individual, the greatest con- 
tribution it can make to society, is to 
bring men, women and children. to know 
God through Jesus Christ as their Sav- 
ior and Lord and to experience in their 
lives the power of the Holy Spirit. Other 
organizations are concerned with man’s 
environment, both political and _ eco- 
nomic. The church cannot afford to be 
indifferent to these important areas of 
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activity, but its primary concern is with 
individual men and women. Its funda- 
mental aim, its primary task, is to bring 
men into personal relationship with God, 
the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Spirit. 

Winning men, however, is only the 
beginning of the church’s task. It is 
the foundation which must be laid before 
any other work can be accomplished. 
Nevertheless, the church cannot stop with 
the foundation. Our first duty is to bap- 
tize men; our second duty is to teach 
them. 

We all recognize that education is a 
task of the church alongside that of evan- 
gelism and worship. We know that it 
is not enough to convert men, that we 
must also teach them to know the great 
doctrines of the church, the great truths 
of the Bible. 

But that is not what Jesus savs. He 
tells us that we are to teach men not to 
know but to do. It is not doctrine that 
he is concerned with but conduct. Doc- 
trine is not therefore unimportant. It is 
implied in the words just quoted. We 
cannot baptize men into the name of 
Jesus, for example, unless they know 
who Jesus was and something of what 
he has accomplished for them by his 
life and death. Doctrine, however, is 
never an end in itself. It is a means to 
a greater end. If we are to carry out 
the Great Commission we must teach men 
“to observe all things whatsoever he has 
commanded us.” 

That means that we must teach them 
to love God with all their heart, mind 
and soul, i.e., to set their affections su- 
premely on him, to surrender their wills 
wholly unto him, to seek first, above all 
wordly aims and above all wordly anx- 
ieties, his Kingdom and his righteousness, 
and to do so in the midst of our present 
materialistic environment, our intensely 
competitive social order, our super-na- 
tionalistic world society, where day by 
dav we are tempted to lower our ideals 
to meet the ideals of the world. 

We teach more by our deeds than by 
our words. The standards of Christian 
men in business and in the professions, of 
Christian women in society and in the 
home, must be higher than those of non- 
Christians, more ethically sensitive, more 


scrupulously honest, with a keener sense 
of responsibility to God and man, if we 
are really to teach them to love God. 

We must also teach them to love their 
neighbors as themselves, to love them in 
the home, in the school, and in the various 
social circles in which they move, to 
love all who are their neighbors, regard- 
less of nationality, race, class or creed. It 
is not enough to teach them to love their 
neighbors by sending the gospel to other 
lands, or by contributing to the Commu- 
nity Chest. If we are to teach them to 
love their neighbors as themselves, we who 
are Christians must teach them by pre- 
cept, but even more by example, to love 
their neighbors in the economic realm, 
in the social realm, in the political realm 
and in the international realm. The final 
end we seek to accomplish is to make dis- 
ciples of all the nations—not to win 
disciples in all the nation, though this is 
an indispensable step—but to make dis- 
ciples of the nations themselves. In other 
words, we cannot be satisfied until all 
men in all nations acknowledge Jesus as 
Lord in every realm of life, until he is 
the Lord of all men, the Lord also of all 
life. 

That is a difficult task, an impossible 
task; we would not dare to undertake it 
if we did not have the promise: ‘Lo, 
I am with you always, to the close of 
the age.” 

The early disciples believed that Jesus 
Christ continued to work in and over 
and through them for the great purpose 
which he had at heart. And that is our 
faith too. We believe that Christ is back 
of us, that he is ahead of us, that he is 
laboring beside us to give us the final 
victory. In God's own good time the 
kingdoms of this world will become the 
Kingdoms of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. It is in this confidence that we 
seek to discharge the great responsibility 
which he had laid upon us: ‘Go there- 
fore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded vou.” 

Lesson theme and Scripture selections 
copyrighted by Division of Education, Na- 
tional Council of Churches. Scripture quo- 


tations are from the Revised Standard 
Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE: A 
COMMENTARY IN TWELVE VOLUMES. 
Vol. 10—The First Epistle to the Corin- 
thians, by Clarence Tucker Craig and 
John Short; The Second Epistle to the 
Corinthians, by Floyd V. Filson and James 
Reid; The Epistle to the Galatians, by 
Raymond T. Stamm and Oscar Fisher 
Blackwelder; The Epistle to the Ephe- 
sians, by Francis W. Beare and Theodore 
O. Wedel. The Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 
750 pp., $8.75. 





The two Epistles to the Corinthians, 
the Epistle to the Galatians and that to 
the Ephesians are four of the most sig- 
nificant books in the Bible. In First 
Corinthians Paul brings his Christian 
faith to bear upon urgent problems which 
had arisen in the church, among them, 
divisions within the church, the attitude 
of “strong” and “weak” Christians to- 
ward certain disputed practices and to- 
ward one another, the abuse of the body, 
the observance of the Lord’s Supper, the 
exercise of spiritual gifts, and the nature 
of the resurrection body. Second Corin- 
thians is the most introspective and self- 
revealing of all of Paul’s letter, one in 
which the great apostle bears his very 
heart. In Galatians Paul expounds the 
essence of his gospel; it contains his 
flaming defence of justification by faith, 
his eloquent appeal for Christian liberty, 
inspired by the Spirit and motivated by 
love. 

Professor Beare agrees with many 
modern scholars (more in America than 
in Great Britain) that Ephesians was 
written by a disciple of Paul rather than 
by Paul himself, and gives some strong 
reasons for this conviction. It is, he 
holds, an attempt to formulate a philoso- 
phy of religion, which is at the same 


time, a philosophy of history, out of 
Pauline materials. It occupies a place of 
supreme importance in the history of 
Christian theology. “It could almost 
be said that through the centuries the 
influence of Paul has been felt primarily 
through this epistle. .. .” ‘‘No book in 
the Bible,” he insists “is more pertinent 
to the life of our own times.” It is in- 
deed the best exposition inthe New Tes- 
tament of God’s eternal purpose for the 
universe and of its practical significance 
for the church. 

This volume follows the same general 
plan as has been previously indicated 
for the series—the Scriptural text being 
given in both King James and Revised 
Standard Versions, followed by an in- 
troduction and exegesis of the text by one 
scholar, exposition and application by 
another. 

There are fewer controversial ques- 
tions in regard to these four books than 
to those treated in previous volumes of 
The Interpreter’s Bible, and the eight 
collaborators—four distinguished New 
Testament scholars and four eminent 
preachers—are able to bring their ample 
learning, their penetrating insight into 
the author’s meaning and the needs of our 
time, to bear on the interpretation of the 
Bible for today. 

In the reviewer’s estimation this is the 
most satisfying of the four volumes which 
have appeared to date in this significant 
series. It will find its place in any well- 
chosen theological library. Parishioners 
would be well advised to see that their 
pastor, their Bible teacher in Sunday 
school or circle, are not compelled by 
financial stringency or otherwise to go 
without it. It will open the treasures 
of these four rich epistles to any literate 
Christian. 


ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 





Outlook Readers Recommend 





Man’s Search for Himself, Rollo May. 
Norton. 

Rediscovering Jesus, Jack Finegan. Asso- 
ciation Press. ‘ 

An Autobiography of Prayer, A. E. Day. 
Harpers. 

—HuvucH M. JEFFERSON, 
Durham, N. C. 





Recovery, Starr Daily. Macalester Park. 
Foundations for Reconstruction, Elton 
Trueblood. Harpers. 
The Creed of Presbyterians, E. W. Smith. 
John Knox. 
—Mkrs. R. D. Casr, 
Sheffield, Ala. 





Christian Love, Paul E. Johnson. Abing- 
don-Cokesbury. 
New Testament Evangelism, A. C. Archi- 
bald. Judson. 
—MILton B. Faust, 
Salisbury, N. C. 
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Letters to Mark, Jas. D. Bryden, Harpers. 
—GRrRACE J. SALLS, 
Oxford, N. C. 





Brain Surgeon, Dr. Wm. Sharpe. Viking. 
Giant, Edna Ferber. Doubleday. 
We Americans: North & South, Howard. 
Friendship Press. 
Kahil Gibran, M. Naimy. Philosophical 
Library. 
—ELIZABETH SKINNER JACKSON, 
Dunedin, Fla. 





Communion Through Preaching, H. S. 
Coffin. Scribners. 
A Many Splendoured Thing, Han Suyin. 
Little-Brown. 
—SAMUEL M. Hovwck, 
Wilmington, N. C. 





The Power of Positive Thinking, N. V. 
Peale. Prentice-Hall. 
—W. W. MarcH, 
Prattville, Ala. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 





The Unfolding Drama of the Bible. 
Bernhard W. Anderson. Association Press, 
N. Y. 50 cents, paper. 

Put it Plainly. R. G. Ralph. Thos. Y. 
Crowell Co., N. Y. $2.50. 

Living the Ten Commandments. Carroll 
E. Simeox. Morehouse-Gorham Co., N. Y. 
$2.25. 

Power of God. Dom Gregory Dix. More- 
house-Gorham Co., N. Y. $1.75. 

Methodical Bible Study. Robert A. 
Traina. Biblical Seminary Book Store, N. 
Y. $3.95. 

The Realm of Spirit and the Realm of 
Caesar. Nicolas Berdyaev. Harper & Bros., 
N. Y. $2.50. 

The Unfinished Reformation. Charles 
Clayton Morrison. Harper & Bros., N. Y. 
$3.00. 

Pattern for Successful Living. Fred 
Pierce Corson. John C. Winston Co., Phila- 
delphia, $2.50. 

The Christian Approach to Culture. 
Emile Cailliet. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 
Nashville. $3.75. 
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CHANGES 

Harry H. Bryan, Bessemer, Ala., has ac- 
cepted a call to the Beverly Hills church, 
Huntington, W. Va. 

Jack G. Hand, Albany, Ga., will become 
pastor of the First church, Jacksonville, 
Fla., April 1. 

Wade H. Harrell, Swainsboro, Ga., has 
assumed his duties as pastor of the First 
Street church, New Orleans, La. 

Vernon A, Crawford, Milledgeville, Ga., 
superintendent of missions for 
Augusta-Macon will become 
executive secretary and stated clerk for 
the same presbytery April 1. 

Wilbur J. Thrush from 
N. Y., to Delaware, N. J. 

Frank C. King from Overland, Mo., to 
Valdosta, Ga. 


home 
Presbytery, 


Gilbertsville, 


Robert F. Clayman from Kennett, Mo., 
to 415 E. Hyde Park Ave., St. Joseph 47, 
Mo. 

James W. Gunn from Jeffersontown, 
Ky., to the United church, Lebanon, Ky. 

Lenox Crockett from Sweet Springs, 
Mo., to Box 74, Pleasant Hill, Mo. 

J. A. Warren, formerly of Germantown, 
Tenn., has begun his new work as pastor 
at Prentiss, Miss. 

Jos. H. Cudlipp from Louisa, Va., to 
Lawrenceville, Va. 

L. B. Robinson from Honea Path, S. C., 
to Grace Covenant church, Laurens, S. C. 

James F. Hubbard from Kannapolis, 
N. C., to Parsons, W. Va. 

Charles W. Rightmyer formerly of the 
Fleming Memorial (USA) church, Fair- 
mont, W. Va., now serves the Richwood, 
W. Va. (U.S.) church. 

Chester P. Karrick, who has served the 
First (USA) church, Brady, Texas, is 
pastor of the Seguin (U.S.) church. 

Frederick G. Low, who has been chap- 
lain for the Western State Hospital, Hop- 
kinsville, Ky., and in the Presbyterian, 
USA, church, is now pastor of the First 
(U.S.) church, 233 N. Randolph, Eufaula, 
Ala. 

Leland W. Kuns, formerly of the First 
(USA) church, Beloit, Wis., has become 
pastor of the Madison Avenue (U.S.) 
church, 1035 Madison Ave., Covington, 
Ky. 

E. Frank Lothery from Ft. Smith, Ark., 
to the Algiers, La., church. 


MARRIED 

W. Frank McElroy, missionary to the 
Belgian Congo, and Marietta Stixrud, 
widow of Dr. T. T. Stixrud, who died in 
1942, were married at Kasha, 
March 11. 


Luputa, 
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Letters to the Editors 





More Letters, page 2 





Questions Raised by Orange Commission 





What Were the Charges? 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


I have been following the reports, as 
they appeared, of the Chapel Hill incident 
in Tue OvutTLooK. These reports are a 
source of great interest to me, especially 
since TIME magazine gave this incident 
a write up (Feb. 23, 53) and the news- 
papers of that vicinity have picked up 
the story; but in all of these articles I 
haven’t been able to find out what the 
specific charges against the Rev. Mr. Jones 
are. I am told that he is a “liberal”, that 
is, that he is liberal in his theology, but 
no one seems to know just in what re- 
spects or in what points of theology he 
is liberal. Could you please tell me the 
specific charges against this man? 

There is no doubt in my mind but 
that the committee, appointed to investi- 
gate the complaints against this pastor, 
made the right decision. I do not doubt 
that justice was done. But I would like 
to know what the charges against this 
man are, 

RosBeERT BARRON. 
Columbia Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 


® EDITORS’ NOTE—The commission 
has not been more specific than in its 
first statement, reported here Dec. 15. 
Its chief criticisms against the pastor, it 
said, are “generally speaking, theological- 
ly oriented.” A “controlling philosophy” 
which the commission sees recurring in 
the thought of the church’s members, of- 
ficers and pastor was described in these 
terms: 

“This philosophy might be variously 
expressed: That being a Christian is more 
important than being a Presbyterian; or 
that doctrinal radicalism is of less im- 
portance than whether or not individuals 
shall be free to worship God as they 
please; or that doctrines are affirmations 
that grow out of an individual’s or a na- 
tion’s religious experience; or that a 
man’s experience of God is the material 
out of which he formulates his doctrines 
R.E.W. SPEAKERS 

Religious Emphasis Week speakers on 
various campuses included: 

John S. McMullen, director of the Gen- 
eral Assembly’s youth work, Richmond, 
Va., at Flora Macdonald College. 

Harry H. Bryan, Bessemer, Ala., at 
Chamberlain-Hunt, Port Gibson, Miss. 





of God ... the pastor, the officers of this 
church, or the members (to the extent 
they reflect their spiritual leaders) have 
not always been true to the record of 
God’s Revelation as it is interpreted in 
our denominational standards.” 


No formal charges were ever lodged 
against the pastor and no conclusion was 
reached through the usual procedures by 
which individuals are brought to trial. 


**Faith Healing” Is Reprinted 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


... If you have reprinted “Faith Heal- 
ing” by Charles E. S. Kraemer (OvutTLook, 
Feb. 16), please send me 200 copies. That 
is just the kind of Christian thinking ac- 
cording to God’s Word that I want to 
place in the hands of so many people who 
are asking questions so admirably an- 
swered in that sermon. I want to dis- 
tribute these to members of my church 
and in home and hospital calls. ... 
Otn G. DASHER. 

Portland, Ore. 


e Demands for copies of this sermon 
were so great that we have provided it as 
a single-sheet reprint at 5¢ for one copy; 
25 for 50¢; 50 for 75¢; 100 for $1.50. 


Postage paid where cash accompanies 
order. 





DAVIS AND ELKINS 
COLLEGE 


Elkins, West Virginia 
A four-year college for men and women. 


Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and Sec- 
ondary Schoois. 


Emphasizes Christian Character and 


thorough scholarship. 


Personal interest in the individuai stu- 
dent. 


Beautiful campus; bracing climate; 
modern buildings; excellent equipment. 


A splendidly trained faculty of Christian 
men and women. 


A good place for an investment. 
R. B. PURDUM, President 











college community. 


ment. 





FIRST IN AMERICA 


Flora Macdonald College is the first church-related college in America to 
offer the facilities of a Vocational Guidance Clinic using Modern Psychological 
Techniques with a Christian Philosophy of Vocation to people outside the 
This service is offered without charge to High School 
Juniors and Seniors in cooperation with the local churches. Write for appoint- 


RODGER DECKER, Director, Vocational Guidance Clinic 
Flora Macdonald College, Red Springs, N. C. 
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